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Bus
services
for south
St. Pete

David
Welch goes
home

BY JEANIE BLUE
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG — Pinellas Suncoast Transit Authority (PSTA) wants to engage
south side residents in a conversation about improving
public transportation with its
Greenlight Pinellas plan.
Information was shared at
the Southside CRA (Certified
Redevelopment Area) workshop held at Pinellas Technical Educational Center
(PTEC) on Mon., Sept. 16.
The plan discussed will
offer faster, more improved
bus routes with late night
hours, weekend service and
neighborhood circulators.
Also mentioned was a
new rail service, estimated to
cost $1.4 billion, which will be
established to offer service in
high traveled corridors, but
not in the south side of town.
The light rail will be located in
north St. Petersburg serving
as a connector for Clearwater,
Largo, the Greater Gateway
Area, and Pinellas Park with a
regional connection across
Tampa Bay to Hillsborough
County.
A referendum on the November 2014 ballot will ask
voters to approve a $.01 cent
sales tax increase to help fund
these improvements. PSTA
will replace its current property tax funding stream with
See SERVICE, page 9

David Welch
BY JON WILSON
Staff Writer

Neema Nasara Pitts, St. Petersburg Sickle Cell Poster Child for 2013-15, and father Robert Pitts.



BY ALLEN A.
BUCHANAN
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG The Sickle Cell Disease Association (SCDA) of St. Petersburg held its 21st
Annual Dinner and Jazz Extravaganza at the Hilton in
downtown St. Petersburg
last Saturday evening. The
event also celebrated
SCDA’s 41st anniversary as

a multi-service health support organization for
African Americans who suffer from sickle cell anemia.
Mary Murph, President of SCDA, founded the
organization in 1972 as a
personal commitment to
providing economic, psychological, and emotional
support to sickle cell disease sufferers.
A petition was circulated during the event that

would require the state of
Florida to recognize SCDA
of Saint Petersburg as a minority health disparity organization, so it could
receive substantial funding
for research, education,
counseling, and training.
According to Murph,
House Representative Darryl Rouson has been instrumental in acquiring over
$100,000 to aid many community endeavors, and

SCDA was one of the recipients. Another major supporter for many years has
been the Stewart Isom Memorial Memorial CME
Church. Both Attorney
Rouson and Stewart Isom
CME received Community
Service Awards at the Dinner and Jazz Extravaganza.
emphasized
Murph
that a cure for sickle cell
See SICKLE CELL,
page 8

Tennis tournament a success
BY JOYCE NANETTE
JOHNSON
Staff Writer

ST. PETERSBURG –
Last weekend Lake Vista
Recreation Center played
host to the Sowing Seeds
Tennis 5th Annual City
Classic. The tennis courts
at 1401 62nd Ave S., St Petersburg, were on fire with
players coming from all
over the State of Florida to
participate.
Tournament founder
and organizer Rob Perry
compares the game of tennis to life. “You’re out
there on your own, and
you have to figure it out by
yourself,” he explained.
Perry fell in love with

Rick Smith,
CRA coordinator

the game at 12 years old
when after failing miserably with several other
sports his father, Robert
Perry, recommended tennis. “He said, ‘If you lose
it’s on you, you don’t have
anyone else to blame,’”
Perry chuckled as he
quoted his father.
Perry has taken the
love of the game, nurtured it, and now that passion has grown into the
largest African-American
tennis tournament in
Florida. Approximately 85
people, ages 16-65, participated in 10 divisions divided up by either their
skill level or age. Participants came from as far as

L-R, Brian Ligon, Mendee Ligon, Rob Perry,
Nancy Bryant and Kenneth Bryant.
Miami, Jacksonville and
Orlando.
The
tournament’s
main purpose is a
fundraiser to assist kids

in the community with
the expense of participating in tennis. Funds are
See TENNIS, page 8

ST. PETERSBURG —
David Tyrone Welch, scion
of a pioneer St. Petersburg
family, former City Council
member and a community
leader who worked to improve his city for more than
a half-century, died Monday
after a long illness. He was
85.
Besides his stature as a
community leader and
spokesman, Dr. Welch was a
respected businessman. He
had operated Welch Accounting & Tax Service at
1601 16th St. S since 1966.
He was among the first to integrate that section of 16th
Street, where African Americans were for years forbidden to live or have
businesses south of 15th Avenue South.
The St. Petersburg native grew up near the 22nd
Street South and Seventh
Avenue neighborhood. His
parents, Flagmon and
Gussie Welch, came to St.
Petersburg in 1917 from
Alachua County. From them,
Dr. Welch once said he and
his brothers learned “responsibility, honesty, spirituality and unity.”
News of his death
brought a cascade of condolences on social media. By
Tuesday night, hundreds of
acknowledgements
and
notes had been posted on
Facebook.
He served on the St. Petersburg City Council for 12
years and also championed
the University of South
Florida, Worknet of Pinellas,
Weed & Seed of St. Peters-

See WELCH, page 4
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The response to our trumpet and saxophone giveaway was so great that we decided to publish a
few of the standout essays. Next week the winners will be announced.

Why I would like a new trumpet

Music is very important to me

MICHAEL BARFIELD JR.

JESSICA JONES

My name is Michael
Barfield Jr. and I am 10 years
old and in the 5th grade.
I think I deserve a trumpet because I know how to
take care of it really well. I
even know how to play A B
C D E G and I am also in
band at my school.
I first learned how to play
the trumpet at my school.
My mom wanted me play
the saxophone but I really
liked the trumpet. I wasn’t
playing good for the first
time. I said, “wow, I could do
better than that,” so I kept on
practicing and I got better
and better.

Then
it
turned out really good. I was
so proud of
myself. I practice at home almost
every
day. I play it to
my mom, dad,
and brother.
Some of
my friends decided to not take band this
year as their elective. Even
though I knew I would not
be with them in class, I still
wanted to keep learning the
trumpet.
Music has become an
important part of my life and
I hope I can play in my

church band when I get
older. I will also be on my
high school and college band
where I can be in parades.
I really hope I win because I know my mom and
dad have to pay for my
school and it would save
them money not to have to
rent my trumpet.

Why music is important to me
JAMES JONES

Why music is important
to me is easy to answer.
I think music is an emotion. One song could be joyful, and the same song
played differently could be
forlorn. Music is a harmony
constantly changing cords,
and occasionally tempo.
Major, minor, power cords,
melody, triads, etc. are all
parts of music.
Music can be complex
by packing all of the parts
mentioned above into one
song. Also music can be
simple by just having one of
the parts played. Either way
music is full of variety. Just
like my life can be complex

and simple depending on
the day of the week.
I’m 11 years old and in
the sixth grade. During the
week I go to school, do my
chores, homework and practice my music skills.
On the weekend, my life
is a little more complex. I
start early each Saturday
morning with basketball
practice then I immediately
head to a 6-8 hour rehearsal
session with Revealing
Truth Ministries Mighty
Marching Lions Band. I
have been playing the
French horn with the
Mighty Marching Lions
Band for six years, so music
is a big part of my life.
I
express
myself

through song easily. All
genre of music is phenomenal to me when it is played to
its full potential.
Music is a chore sometimes for me. For example, I
am learning to play the guitar
and the piano. When playing
the guitar I build calluses as
a sign of my hard work and
correct finger placement.
When I play all the cool
music I used to hum, learning it is just completely awesome. I would like to expand
my musical skills by learning
the saxophone.
Being awarded the saxophone would help start that
musical journey.
Music isn’t just sound it’s
a way to speak my feelings.

NOTICE OF BID – ATTENTION ALL SUBCONTRACTORS INCLUDING DBE,
MBE, WBE, DISABLED VETERANS, SECTION 3, PINELLAS COUNTY AND
GREATER TAMPA AREA SUBCONTRACTORS & SUPPLIERS
BROOKS & FREUND, LLC will be accepting bids for the construction of the “The Landings at Cross
Bayou” located in unincorporated Pinellas County on the border of St. Petersburg, FL. Subcontractor
bids are due by October 17th, 2013 at 2:00 PM. Certified DBE, MBE, WBE, Disabled Vets, Section 3,
Pinellas County and Greater Tampa area Subcontractors and Suppliers are encouraged to participate.
The project consists of a total renovation of (14) 2-story apartment buildings with a total of 184 units.
A non-mandatory pre-bid meeting for Subcontractors will be held on September 26th at 10:00 AM at the
project site, French Villas Apartments, located at 6835 54th Avenue North St. Petersburg, FL 33709.
There will be a second pre-bid meeting at the same location on October 3rd at 10 AM. To obtain a link
to download the bidding documents please email a request with your company information including
Contact Person, Address, Phone Number, Fax Number, and Email Address to
bids@brooksandfreund.com .
Plans will also be available for viewing at the Pinellas County Housing Authority office,
located at 11479 Ulmerton Road, Largo, FL 33778, and at the office of Brooks & Freund located at
5661 Independence Circle, Suite 1, Fort Myers, FL 33912. Bidding documents will be available
beginning Monday, September 23rd, 2013.
For more information, please send all inquiries or requests to bid to Ashley Nicolette.
Ashley@brooksandfreund.com Phone: 239-939-5251 Fax: 239-939-5117.
This project is subject to Davis-Bacon (certified payroll) and Section 3 contract provisions.

    



  

 

NOTICE TO SAMUEL MARRIOTT
You are summoned to appear and defend a civil action filed against you in the Juvenile Court of Coffee
County in Case #13J-0447 which the Petitioner has sought to declare that your child, Jeffery Marriott, is
dependent and neglected.
This notification will be published for four consecutive weeks in this paper. A copy of the petition is on file
with the Juvenile Court Clerk and may be obtained by calling the clerk’s office at 931-723-5110 or by
writing to Coffee County Juvenile Court, P.O. Box 629 Manchester, TN 37349.
A plan has been implemented by the court that requires certain things for you to do in order to reunite with
your child. You are hereby notified that your parental rights to this child may be subject to termination if
you fail to substantially comply with the obligations of this plan or fail to either visit or support your child
for four consecutive months.
A Hearing is set for November 25, 2013 at 8:30 a.m. Central Time for a hearing in this matter in the
Juvenile Court Room, 3rd floor Judicial Building, 300 Hillsboro Blvd., Manchester, TN
Failure to appear at this hearing may substantially compromise your right to this child.

Judge Timothy R. Brock

Music is very important
to me. In school, we listen
to music and it helps me
concentrate while I’m working. When I hear music it
makes me want to dance.
I’m 17 years old and I
play the trumpet in the Revealing Truth Ministries
Mighty Marching Lions
band. I have been playing
for six years.
To hear the way we
sound when we play is
amazing. Listening to different parts of the song
come together in harmony

is why I can’t live without
music in my life. When I
listen to music I’m in a
whole other world. It’s just
me and the song that’s playing. When I play my trumpet I feel like I can do
anything and that I can accomplish anything that life
has to offer.
I have a greater love for
music and I want to say
thank you to the band director Mr. Underwood.
Without music I think the
world would be a very dull
and boring place to be. I
think it brings life to any situation. It’s inspiring to

hear about people getting
saved from me playing my
instrument. To hear that I
have touched somebody’s
life is incredible.
I want to say thank you
for giving me this opportunity to present to you my
essay in hopes that I may
win the trumpet. My mom
was able to buy me a used
trumpet. When I played it,
it produced a melodious
sound. However, if I am the
lucky recipient of the trumpet, then I would be able to
play on a new trumpet
which would produce a
much sweeter sound.

Music is graceful
DESHAYIA PENINGTON

My name is DeShayia
Pennington. I’m of 13 years
and I attend John Hopkins
Middle School. I am an
honor student striving
harder each passing day. I
am in the musical arts
focus at John Hopkins and
I live with my mother, father and older sister:
Music is graceful. It
doesn’t matter if it’s excitingly fast or majestically
slow, legato or staccato,
loud or soft. It indicates a
story without any words.
For me, music isn’t just a
story of its composers feelings at that moment. It’s
the musicians playing it!
When you pay attention to
how they recite the piece
you can see emotions in
their faces. Strong confident movement. That’s because they’re telling you
that story through another
one. Its passion that you
see. Whether you like it or
not, your passion for playing will be shown.
I love reading and writing because it’s one of the
blunt ways of expressing
myself. But when I pick up
my school-rented alto-saxo-

phone the notes roll off my
fingers as if I’ve been dying
to express myself in this
way. The words sing out of
my instrument filling me
with satisfaction, but also
pleasing the ears around
me. People weep and shout
out loud at how it affected
their moods because of
how it sounded, causing
my heart to swell with delight.
As I learn new things
about life sometimes they
apply with situations in the
music. Be yourself, meet
new people, be open to new
things, etc. When you meet
your new peers in band you
listen to new stories, get to
know people in multiple
ways and because of that,
things always seem to get
better. When the director
steps onto the podium, a
shiver of excitement twinkles in everyone’s eyes.
Next the sheet music, immediately everyone starts
to sizzle and begin fingering the piece. The director
lifts the baton with a quick
count off. The story is
being told with a loud
sound as if someone were
to begin singing it.
Now, I may not be the

best player in the world but
that won’t ever stop me. It’s
not about being the best
player that means anything.
Its the knowledge of knowing you heard my story
right. Going forward, I
would love to learn how to
play other instruments. I’ve
really been wanting to
learn piano and trombone being able to express myself with other sounds of
grace. Music is a way of
bonding, whether it’s with
someone or something, reuniting or first time meeting. It helps you find
yourself and you don’t care
if you’re alone.
For me, music + DeShayia = love, passion and
story telling. Tell me, what
would you give up for a feeling like that?
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Girls in need get help for Homecoming
TAMPA BAY — Belle of
the Ball Project will distribute Homecoming dresses
to in-need, low-income high
school girls on five upcoming Saturdays: Sept. 21, 28,
and Oct. 5, 19, 26 between
10-2 p.m. at Seminole Mall,
11201 Park Blvd. N., Seminole. Belle of the Ball store
is next to Ross Department
Store.
Over 3,000 quality
dresses will be on display
for the girl’s choosing,
along with shoes and
purses. Founded in 2003,
Belle of the Ball Project
Inc. is a nonprofit organization whose mission is to
provide homecoming and
prom dresses to high
school girls who are unable
to afford a dress for these
special events.
Belle of the Ball Project
has given away over 3,200
dresses in its 10 year history. It collects new and

gently worn, current style
homecoming,
prom,
bridesmaids and cocktail
dresses as well as shoes,
purses, and accessories.
Distributions are open
to all Pinellas, Hillsborough
and surrounding county
area high school teens. No
appointment needed. For
low-income, in-need, high
school girls only. There is
no charge for the dresses,
but a nominal $1-5 donation
is requested but not required.
The honor system is
used so no referral letter is
necessary. Donations of
dresses can also be made
on the same days.
For other donation sites
and more information
about Belle of the Ball Project, please visit their web
site: www.belleoftheballproject.com Facebook: Belle
of the Ball or call 727-3864502

 


 


Courtesy of

 

 




Lovely Belle of the Ball volunteer model from
left to right: Kristin Mitchell, Katheryn Williams,
Megan Giese, and Emily Pingleton.
Picture credit: Susan Schwartz
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Youth Leadership Pinellas accepting
applications from teens in grades 10-12
Youth Leadership Pinellas is accepting applications for its 2013-14 class
through Sept. 23.
The eight-month program is a partnership between Leadership Pinellas
and YMCA of the Suncoast. The program is designed to educate high school
students on community resources and issues, assist them in developing leadership and teamwork skills, and encourage community involvement. The program is approved by Pinellas County Schools as a school-related activity.
Teens meet once a month from October 2013 to May 2014 in sessions that cover a variety of topics, including health and human
services, college and career, business and technology, arts and
culture, and government.
The cost is $90, but financial assistance is available.

To be eligible, students must:
• Reside in Pinellas County.
• Be in the 10th, 11th or 12th grade during the
2013-14 school year.
• Submit an application with appropriate documentation.
• Be academically sound (a B average or better
is recommended).
To learn more about the program, visit the
website at http://leadershippinellas.com/youthleadership/.






“A Good Education
Begins With Good VISION”

 
   

 




From WELCH, page 1

burg and St. Petersburg
Chamber of Commerce.
Many public officials in
the Tampa Bay area recalled Dr. Welch. Among
them, U.S. Rep. Kathy Castor, D-Tampa, said: “Dr.
David Welch was an inspirational leader for our community. He led by example
as a well-respected St. Petersburg businessman, who
was also revered for the
time he invested to mentor
future St. Petersburg business and community leaders.”
Castor noted that Dr.
Welch had been a steady
champion of the University
of South Florida as well.
“My thoughts and prayers
are with Commissioner
Ken Welch and all of Dr.
Welch’s family, and I hope
they are comforted by the
legacy he has left for our
Tampa Bay neighbors.”
His son, County Commission chair Ken Welch,
expressed his appreciation
to all.
“The Welch family
would like to thank the
Tampa bay community for
the outpouring of support
and condolences on the
passing of Dr. David T.
Welch. It is a humbling
recognition of his devoted
service to our community,”
Ken Welch said in a statement.
Dr. Welch, ever emphasizing the importance of education for young people,
was himself devoted to a
lifelong learning track. A
graduate of Jordan Elementary and Gibbs High
School, he earned bachelors and master’s degrees at
Florida A&M University in
finance, accounting and administration. He kept studying, and in 1978 received an
education specialist degree
in management and public
policy from the University
of South Florida; he earned
his doctorate in those disciplines from Nova University
in 1979.
Two years later, by now
a seasoned leader, Dr. Welch
was elected to the St. Petersburg City Council, only the
second African American to
serve on that body. (C. Bette
Wimbish was the first a
decade earlier.).
The Evening Independent, at the time St. Petersburg’s afternoon daily
paper, said this about
Welch’s victory:
“In electing Dr. David
Welch, St. Petersburg
turned to a new kind of candidate. He is highly educated, a man of faith, with
long years of experience in
helping pull the community
together, from the streets of
desegregation conflict to
the paneled offices of decision-making.
He also happens to be
black, the first black male in
the city’s history to serve

The Welch brothers, L-R, David,
Clarence and Johnny.
on the City Council.”
He went on to serve a
total of 12 years, but lost a
race for mayor in 1991.
During his watch on the
council, Tropicana Field
was built – ironically near
the spot where his father
had operated a wood yard
since 1925.
Dr. Welch’s community
activism and his quest for
civil rights began early. During the 1950s, for example,
he was among the people
who pushed for integration
of Spa Beach downtown. Although city fathers stalled,
hemmed and hawed, the
beach eventually was integrated, with no major incidents.
But his toughest challenge as a community
leader came in 1968, when
the city’s sanitation workers, most of them black,
went on strike for higher
wages. The strike lasted for
116 days and produced ongoing tension and violent
civil disorder. Dr. Welch
was among the leaders who
helped settle the dispute
and calm the city, and 86
garbage collectors went
back to work.
Dr. Welch and City
Manager Lynn Andrews
called a joint press conference to announce the end of
the strike.
“He did a terrific job of
communicating,” Andrews
said at the time.
In the wake of the trouble, an organization called
the Community Alliance
was formed. It was a coalition of black and white leaders whose purpose was to
address racial disparities
and, it was hoped, bring the
entire city together. Dr.
Welch became the alliance’s first black co-chairman. Don Spicer, a
construction executive who
later became mayor, was
the white co-chair.
One of his guiding principles was that St. Petersburg should be a single
entity, and during his community and public service
years, he consistently made
the point that he sought
equal rights and fair play for
all citizens. Indeed, he objected to calling part of the
city “Midtown,” saying the

name suggested something
less than a unified St. Petersburg.
Dr. Welch took his
quest for harmony into the
schools, serving as a director of a
controversial
human rights program in
the Pinellas County system
during the early 1970s
when school were being desegregated, sometimes acrimoniously.
A former Little League
coach when youth baseball
was segregated in St. Petersburg, Dr. Welch was an
official at the segregationera Gibbs Junior College.
He also served as director
of St. Petersburg Vo-Tech
(now Pinellas Technical Education Center), where he
constantly urged young
people to further their education
and
develop
“saleable” skills. He taught
Sunday school at Prayer
Tower Church of God in
Christ, where his late
brother, the Rev. Clarence
Welch, was the longtime
pastor.
He served on numerous
community boards, among
them Worknet of Pinellas
and Job Corps. He was a
strong advocate for Weed &
Seed of St. Petersburg, a
community improvement
program. An Army veteran,
he had served as commander of a local VFW
post.
Always he advocated
unity and cooperation.
“Let’s get together, Republican, Democrat, Independent and get the job
done and make our community stronger. Listen to
what the people are saying,”
he told The Weekly Challenger in one of his last interviews several months
ago.
Dr. Welch’s survivors include his wife, Alletha; his
son Ken Welch; daughters
Janice Welch-Watson, Katrina Welch, and CasSandra
Mobley; his brother Johnny
Welch; and six grandchildren.
A wake will take place
this Fri., from 6-8 p.m. and
the funeral on Sat. at 11 a.m.
Both services will be held at
Prayer Tower Church of
God in Christ, 1137 37th St.
S., St. Petersburg.

NO COST MEDICAID &
MEDICARE REVIEWS



727-327-9881 • 3535 Central Ave.
St. Petersburg, FL 33713

 

H EALTH & WELLNESS

  

• Prevention • Awareness • Education •
•Testing • Counseling • Referrals •
HELP - US - HELP - U • Access
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Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Praise Time 10:45 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:45 a.m.
Tuesday Night Live Prayer Service & Bible Study 7 p.m.

 







Come Worship With the First Baptist Family

     








  

  

 




  

   





 


 
   




 





Need a ride? Our Transportation Ministry is available Sundays and Wednesdays





Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ
Pastor Ricardo Welch
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South, Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670



 




 










 

Victory Christian Center Church

  

    

Sunday School .................................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship ..........................11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Prayer ............6:30 p.m.
Wednesday Night Bible Study.......7:30 p.m.











Kingdom Restoration, Inc.

Faith Based Outreach Ministry

 

3530 1st Avenue North, Ste. 217
St. Petersburg, Florida 33713

(727) 564-1389



 


 
     
  
  



  


 

  
 
 

Pastors Dexter and
Wanda McCree

 

 
 
  


Prayer of supplication to the Holy Spirit: Holy Spirit, you who solve all problems, who lights all roads so that
I can obtain my goal. You who give me the Divine gift to forgive and forget all evils against me, and that in all
instances of my life you are with me. I want this short prayer to thank you for all things and to confirm once again
that I never want to be separated from you. And even in spite of all material illusions, I wish to be with you in
eternal glory. Thank you for your mercy towards me and mine.
Pray this prayer for three consecutive days; after three days the favor requested will be granted. Even if it may appear
difficult you must publish this prayer immediately after the favor is granted without mentioning the favor. Amen.

 
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.


Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church.
For more information about the other services and
ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911.



 
  

 


 


 
  
 
 
 
 
   





Tutoring offered Tuesday &
Wednesday at 3:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study 11:00 a.m. & 7:30 p.m.
Youth Bible Study 7:00 p.m.




 


Sunday School 8:45-10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 10:00 a.m.
Communion - 1st Sunday of each month
New Members Orientation - Sunday at 8:45 a.m.

Having been led, as we believe, by the
Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus
Christ as our Saviour; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of
God returning to God’s Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His
love among one another.

 
  

 

 
  



 





  
 

 


 






 

1818 29th Avenue N.
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship

11:30 a.m.






  



 
 

Pastor Shurrea Daniels

Motto: Restoring One Life At A Time

We provide independent services to young women,
between the ages of 18-21, that have aged out of foster care.
Services Offered:
Community Housing, Life Skills, Financial Planning
Performing Arts and Technical Assistance
We also Offer:
E.V.E. Enrichment Classes on Monday and Wednesday 6-8 p.m.
Every 3rd Saturday Women’s Ministry 1-3 p.m.

Visit Us At http://www.kingdomrestoration.info/

BETHEL COMMUNITY
BAPTIST CHURCH
2901 - 54th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL. 33712
(727) 866-2567
SERVICES
Sunday School:
8:30 a.m.
Sunday Worship Service:
9:30 a.m.
Bible Study: Wednesdays
at 6:30 p.m.


ATTENTION! You MUST Read This!
    
Do you have any questions concerning health, money, love?
Call Mrs. Rogers, the one who knows all the answers.

Call Today … Tomorrow May Be Too Late! GOD BLESS YOU 229-769-5399
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THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida


Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Tuesday and Friday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.





Queen Street Church of God in Christ





Elder Willie Williamson, Pastor
First Lady, Patricia Williamson
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
727-896-4356

SERVICES
Sunday
Sunday School – 9:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11 a.m.
Tuesday
Morning Prayer – 9 to 10 a.m.
Wednesday YPWW Bible Study – 7:30 p.m.

 



CHURCH NEWS
Mt. Zion Progressive
“Celebrating 85 years of
service in His name!”
Reverend Louis Murphy, Sr.
and the entire Mt Zion family extend an open invitation to join us
not only in Sunday worship, but
also throughout the week for
various programs and ministries.
Wednesday Bible Study –
Noonday and 6 p.m.
Calling all men and young
adults, each Tuesday our male
chorus rehearsal takes place at
7 p.m., followed by the Voices
of Zion Contemporary Choir at
8. Both are held in the main
sanctuary.
Join the Singles’ Ministry
as we learn the Ten Commandments of Dating. Friday, Sept.
13 at 7 p.m. in the Youth
Chapel Fellowship Hall. This is
a pot luck event opened to all

single adults…single parents,
widows, divorcees, 19 and
over. Members and non-members. Question: If romantic
love is no measure of compatibility or the lasting health of a
relationship, what value does it
have in a relationship?
3rd Thursday of the month
– Men’s Unity Ministry – Calling all Men... The Men’s Ministry invite you to come out for
their unity fellowship and
study of “What a Man of God
Should Look Like.”
CARE - Choosing Addiction
Recovery Efforts - Now meeting the 1st and 3rd Tuesday of
each month 7 p.m., CARE
building, 1906 9th Ave. S., For
more information contact Min.
Keith Murphy at 727-289-6057.
Let’s Get Connected!

St. Mark MBC
Mt. Zion Progressive is
now social. Checkout the latest events, ministry news, and
more by following us on FACEBOOK,
TWITTER
and
YOUTUBE. Visit our BRAND
NEW website and let’s get connected today! www.MZProgressive.org
Join our email list and have
your weekly announcements and
event updates delivered straight
to your inbox. Visit mzprogressive.org and sign-up today.
For additional information
on any of these announcements, please contact the
church office.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary Baptist Church. 955
20th St. S., St. Petersburg
Florida. 727-894-4311, email:
info@mzprogressive.org.

Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary Baptist Church,
“God’s House to the City,”
under the leadership of Dr.
Rickey L. Houston extends an
invitation to the community to
join us as we declare the living
Word of God. Join us at 9 a.m.
for Sunday School and at 10:15
a.m. worship service. Bible
Study and Teen Summit/Children Rising are held on
Wednesday evening, at 7.
We are committed to a
Christ-centered, People-centered, Team-centered and
Bible-based teaching ministry;
with priorities focused on love,
forgiveness, unity, peace and
growth. We celebrate in worship, we care for one another,
we cultivate the fullest spiritual

life possible both individually
and corporately; and we communicate God’s truth at every
opportunity.
Building
a
Stronger Congregation and
Community to the Glory of
God. Living out these principles results in a kaleidoscope
of ministries for all ages and
interests. We also encourage
the community to make use of
our Prayer Line 727-321-9645.
We invite the community
to join us in celebrating our
110th Church Anniversary.
The Male Ministry Choir as
part of the anniversary will be
hosting its annual Men In
Praise on Sat., Sept. 21 at 4
p.m. This event features Male
Choirs throughout the Tampa
Bay area. Anniversary Proper

Pastor’s Corner
BY PASTOR SARAH EDWARDS
Visible Voices Christian
Community Association

Like everything else, illogical reasoning also dies due to sickness, accidents, murder or a natural death. Its cemetery must be
a serene environment so that when illogical reasoning has completed her course racing through the soul of non-thinking people,
their body appears to be left at ease; being content in the state
they are in.
In the beginning, logic is neutral. She is formed and taught
while still in the matrix [mother’s womb]. There her perceptions
and values of God’s will, plan and purpose are ingrained in her.
Logic finds her identity at an early age at the feet of her father.
By the time she realizes her personality can impact others, she
cries out aloud in the streets for all to hear. She is called ‘wisdom.’
She begins slowly, then with rapid progression began to manage
through manipulation, lying by denying and deceiving with illusioning those around her. She never considerations examining
herself whatsoever. Her followers are bewitched and fall in love
with her publically declaring it must be magic [Galatians 3-Acts
3]. Once wisdom has accomplished her task she crowns her followers as her ‘stakeholders.’ She ordains them to go into the
highways and byways to recruit others for her to accomplish her
will on the earth as it is in hell.
She encourages them to prove their love to her by demon-

will be observed on Sun., Sept.
22, at 10:15 a.m. The guest
Preacher for the occasion is
Rev. Dr. Wayne G. Thompson
pastor of First Institutional
Baptist Church. The culmination of the anniversary will be
our Annual Fall Revival. The
theme for this year’s revival is
The Me I Want to Be — Becoming God’s Best Version of
You, Sept. 23-25, 7 nightly. The
evangelists for the revival are
the associate ministers of
Bethel Metropolitan.
“Jesus On Every Scene In
2013” Matthew 28:20
Telephone: 727-327-0554
Fax: 727-327-0240
Email:bchur ch5@tampabay.rr.com
Website:
www.bmmbc.org

The St. Mark Missionary
Baptist Church, its pastor, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its
official staff of Deacons and
Trustees, and the entire congregation, extends to the community at large, its wish that
there would be an overflowing
of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in
a Christ-centered doctrine that
has as its central theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a
world hungering for and
thirsting after the enlightened
word of God. At St. Mark, we
are Christians willing to work
and partner in unity, praising
God for His awesome gift, His
son Jesus Christ.
Events for September
Sept. 21 - General Mission Meeting will be held at
10 a.m. in the Fellowship
Hall. Breakfast will be
served. A Representative
from each ministry is asked
to be in attendance.
Sept. 21 - W. J. Glover Memorial Scholarship Banquet –
Turner Agri-Civic Center,

2250 NE Roan Street, Arcadia, FL at 5 p.m.
Sept. 25-28 - Congress
No.2 hosted at St. Mark M.
B. Church, Will continue the
study on “The Parables of
Jesus.” Will include a city
wide project called Caretageous that brings churches
in the city together to much
needed work at parks, shelters and private homes.
Sept. 29 - All Choirs Anniversary during 10:45 a.m.
worship service.
Events for October
Oct. 12 - Family &
Friends Day Cookout at
Mark (12 - 4 p.m.)
Oct. 13 - Kick-off Service
for Church Anniversary during 10:45 a.m. worship service
Oct. 16-18 Week-night
Anniversary Services (7
p.m.)
Oct. 20 Anniversary Finale during 10:45 morning
worship
Weekly Scheduled Activities for St. Mark
Sunday School held for

both children and adults of all
ages. Sunday School starts each
Sunday morning at 9:30. All are
invited to come and join us.
Baptist Training Union is
each Sunday at 5 p.m. Members and the general public
are invited to come out study
the Bible with us, and learn
“What Baptist Believe.”
Children and Youth Ministry Meetings are held
every Tuesday at 6 p.m. Children in the community are
welcomed to join us.
N I. K. E. After School
Tutoring (4:30-6 p.m.) on
Tuesdays & Thursdays
(closed during holiday seasons and school breaks)
Young Adult Ministry
every Monday from 6:30 p.m.
(Bible Study)
Sunday School Teachers’
Meeting is held every Tuesday at 7 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power
Bible Study is held every
Wednesday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and
Bible Study every Wednesday evening at 7.

First Mt. Zion
The Fundraising Committee is sponsoring a Fellowship Dinner on Sat., Sept. 21
at 5 p.m.
The theme, “Fellowshipping at the Lord’s Table.” All
of our church family and

  

 

 



friends are welcome to come
and enjoy a delicious meal as
well as the friendship and getting together with your sisters and brothers in Christ.
Tickets are $10 and a
prize will be awarded for the

    



best looking table.
The church is located at
1121 22nd St. S., Deacon
Doug Billups, Chairperson
and Reverend Wallace Elliott,
Sr., pastor.

        



  

Where do illogical reasoning go to die?
strating that they are willing to devalue their self worth in spite
of the empty promises given. In lieu she appoints them with titles,
financial gains, positions and deems them as being significant.
Her wisdom is from beneath and not from our LORD God above
[Proverbs 8-James 1].
When Jacob went to his uncle Laban for safe haven at his
mother’s instructions, Esau his twin went to the land of Sier as
they were rich and put a lot of stock in titles and positions. However, Abraham’s covenant continues to this day through Jacob
unto the youngest son of Abraham. Jesus Christ is the ultimate
seed [Genesis 27-31 Galatians 3].
When illogical reasoning dies, she simply leaves the body that
is her host and transfers up to three to four generations or until
that curse is broken in that family by someone accepting the finished work of Jesus Christ on the cross. You must understand no
one can kill logic but it can be perverted and translated in how
stupid or illogical reasoning. Logic is your personal perspective
but it rides on the wings of wisdom. For instance, if you saw someone hanging off the edge of the cliff of a mountain do you perceive they are holding on for dear life hoping someone will come
and rescue them or do you perceive they have finished their journey and in full confidence just climbing down?

How we perceive determines if what we think we know is logical or it’s mere reasoning based on our personal experiences,
family structure and/or on the knowledge we acquired in our
early years. Do you think soberly, coherent and logically? Do you
apply what you perceive in a critical and objective manner that is
measured by who God is and what God thinks about any given
situation or person? If so, your wisdom comes from our Father
who is above all. Or do you still think and reason illogically? The
person speaking will be known by what they do more than what
you are saying. Every human is a spirit housed inside of a body
and hosted by our soul [thoughts, emotions and desires]. A spirit
is what a spirit does! More than anything God desires for us to
prosper and be in good health as our soul prospers [3 John 1].
Be careful how you hear! The words spoken to us create pictures in our mind. Once it’s filtered into our heart/soul, we have
two choices. We can judge what we hear someone is saying by their
standards or judge what they are doing according to the principles
God has set before us in the presence of our enemies to live by.
Create the habit of speaking to your soul and tell it to be still
and you shall see the salvation of our great God. God’s eyes are
yet beholding this city. We are living in perilous times folks. Do
not allow yourself to become bewitched.
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT
Latin Night at the
Carrollwood Cultural Center
Jazz at the Garden
It seems like I’ve been getting out a little
more often than usual. Fortunately, I happened upon an exciting event at The Garden
on Central Avenue in St. Petersburg. You
probably have either visited there for dinner
and drinks or listened to music there on a
weekend.
Well, a year or so ago, you may recall that
The Garden was the mainstay for local jazz
musician Buster Cooper. He usually performed as a duo with a drummer Fridays
through Sundays. If you stopped by to imbibe
and take in dinner or a plateful of hors d’oeuvres, it was certain that he would be there playing his trombone to the beat of his drummer.
Through the years, things have changed,
and that is what has happened at The Garden,
not only with its layout, but with the music it
promotes on weekends. It’s been at least three
years since I last visited there to sit and listen
to jazz. So, I was pleasantly surprised to see
that the area where music is performed has
been improved to include a stage upon a riser
of about five inches in height and 7 to 10 feet
in width. This area is covered by a tent protecting the musicians from inclement weather.
On this particular evening we were lucky
as one of the most popular musical artists in
the Tampa Bay area, Shawn Brown, was
being featured. Brown has indeed established himself as “The Man” when it comes
to plain and genuine entertainment.
He not only includes as his instrument
of choice the piano or keyboard, but also the
Hammond B-3 Organ. As if his talent on
keyboard and piano is not enough, Brown
has the outright nerve to be a superb soul
vocalist. When he sings music out of his
repertoire from the likes of Donnie Hathaway, Lou Rawls, George Benson, Marvin
Gaye, Al Green, and many of the other great
soul singers, you can literally hear the ladies
in the audience let out a sigh of wonder.
And when he performs the up-tempo
and low-down blues tunes from those same
soul vocalists, you can see the gentlemen in
the audience snapping their fingers, tapping
their feet, while at the same time bobbing
their heads to the sound of the beat. In
other words, he reaches his entire audience,
whether male or female.
A few of the tunes Shawn sung included

“Summertime,” “Mr. Magic,” “What’s
Going On,” and many more.
Performing with Brown was his mainstay tenor saxophonist Jeremy Carter and a
newcomer to the group, Pat Hat on drums.
Although I spoke with Pat during their
break, I did not have enough time to obtain
any biography information. He did share
with me that he is from France and that one
of his biggest desires was to perform with
the Shawn Brown Jazz Group.
Although this was his first time playing with
the band, one could tell by close listening that he
was not a neophyte when it comes to “getting
down” music wise. His playing was indeed
groove - oriented, and he was able to push both
Shawn and Jeremy to dazzling heights.
As for tenor saxophonist Carter, one could
use the following adjectives to describe his
playing as charismatic, soulful, jazzy, powerful,
seductive, and original. He hails from Nebraska, and studied under some of that region’s best professors and musicians. There
are some noted influences and traditions
sounding in his playing that range from Adderley to Stitt, Parker to Rollins, but he’s devoted
himself to crafting his own style of playing to
bring out the gleam of light that flashes across
his mind from within bringing to the forefront
interesting levels of improvisation.
The Shawn Brown Jazz Ensemble performed brilliantly and I’m looking forward
to the next time, when I can again listen and
watch the performance of three brilliant jazz
musicians. If you can make the scene on a
Thursday evening or a weekend, give The
Garden in downtown St. Petersburg a shot.
You’ll be glad you did. Bring some friends
and make it a grand evening for all. You may
not be fortunate to catch Shawn Brown, but
you can bet you’ll hear some great jazz!
Remember to “Keep Jazz Alive” by “Supporting Live Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any feedback? I
would like to hear from YOU! You may visit
my website at: www. rickgeesjazzjamm.com
or email me at jazzjamm@aol.com.

Thursday, September 26 from 7-10 p.m.
Muvico @Centro Ybor 20, 1600 E. 8th Ave., Tampa

On Sat., Sept. 7, the Carrollwood Cultural Center in Tampa and Jazz Jamm of
St. Petersburg welcomed back the Celestial Latin Jazz Orchestra to perform once
again in concert in the Center’s auditorium. Having received many requests
from concert attendees at the last Celestial concert in February 2013, the Center
& Jazz Jamm agreed to bring the group
back as soon as a date was available.
Needless to say, the Center’s auditorium
was packed to the rafters. Most of the audience had been in attendance at the February
concert, but it was noticed that there were
many new faces, probably the result of
“word of mouth” advertising.
This particular concert event was unusual, inasmuch as, at the group’s last performance in February, while the band
members were packing up their gear and
loading it into their vehicles, Priscilla Miriam
Bermudez, the wife of bongo player Frankie
Bermudez, and one of the orchestra’s
founders, suffered a fatal heart attack.
Thus, prior to the start of the concert
and at the finale, Bermudez spoke to the
audience in reverence to his wife, dedicating the concert to her. He reminded the
audience of what had happened at their
last Carrollwood concert, and suggested
to them that they enjoy their loved ones
at all times, because you just never know
what the future might bring. He then led
the audience in a brief prayer, after which,
vocalist Nelly Quiles sang a song in tribute “Fabricando Fantasias” (Fabricating
Fantasies). It was a sad, but in many ways
a beautiful way to end the concert.
The concert itself was very exciting. This
14-piece orchestra performed several familiar
tunes, such as “Killer Joe,” “Oye Como Va,”
“I Dream of Jennie,” and “Mambo Inn.”
They also performed many other tunes that
were more than enough to complete a two
set concert with a 15-minute intermission.
Adding to the excitement was dancing
on the dance floor especially setup for the
concert. In fact, one of the fervent dancers
was a couple who had danced at the previ-

ous concert. At one point, when he was
pointed out by the orchestra leader, the gentleman exclaimed: “I’m 77 years of age and
still got it going on!”
In addition to the instrumentalists in the
orchestra, there were two main-stay vocalists, Nelly Quiles and Jahn Morales. During
the performance they were joined on vocals
by fellow band members, which sounded
just great.
However, one other significant occurrence of the evening was the fact that at
the February concert, the orchestra
leader mentioned to the audience that
Jahn Morales was a member of the U.S.
Army and would be reporting for duty immediately following the concert. He
would then be assigned to active duty in
Korea and be leaving within the next 24
hours. Seven months later, it was announced before the start of the concert
that Morales had landed at McDill Air
Force Base and was on his way to the
Center to perform in the evening’s concert. It was a grand touch to see Morales
performing in his camouflage uniform.
Yes, upon his appearance, he received a
standing ovation.
All in all, the concert was the material
that movies are made of. After the concert,
as the audience was leaving the center, you
could actually feel the spirit of community
and love in the air. And, I’m sure you’ll
agree, that’s a great and marvelous feeling.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Sowing Seeds Tennis 5th Annual City Classic

21st Annual Dinner & Jazz Extravaganza

From TENNIS , page 1

From SICKLE CELL , page 1

desperately needed for lessons, rackets and even the
basic necessity such as
sneakers. Perry said he was
motivated to move forward
by four little girls he was
coaching who were talented
but didn’t have the money
to stay in the sport.
“I wanted to build more
money so I could help out
better,” he stated. Referring
to the tournament’s name,
“Sowing Seeds,” he said he
“wants people to put an investment into a kid.”
The other purpose of
the tournament was to
honor two sets of local
physicians who have provided valuable medical and
dental services throughout
the community for years,
doctors Reginald and
Mendee Ligon, DDS and
doctors Kenneth and Nancy
Bryant M.D.
“I wanted to honor
African-American physicians [and dentists] in our
community to let them
know their works in the
community are not going
unnoted,” Perry said.
Perry feels that a tennis
scholarship may be more
obtainable than some of the
other traditional sports
scholarships.
“Tennis
scholarships are more
readily available to black
students,” he explained.
“There are not that many
black students at colleges
on the tennis team and colleges are scurrying to get
black players. My son, who
is an average player, re-

anemia still has not been
found. To do so would require more aggressive and
extensive research similar
to the efforts that have
gone into AIDS research.
Murph emphasized that
September is National
Sickle Cell Month and a
time of renewed commitment to fighting the deadly
genetic disease.
Murph shined a special
spotlight on youth victims
of sickle cell anemia when
she introduced the Sickle
Cell Poster Child for 20132015, Neema Pitts who re-

ceived over 20 tennis scholarship offers.”
A community financial
center manager, at the 18th
Avenue South branch of
GTE Federal Credit Union,
Perry stills find time to
coach tennis at Campbell
Park. He says there are
local tennis facilities and
coaches that can assist in
the development of tennis
skills such as Coach Motez
Robinson at the St. Petersburg Tennis Club at Bartlett
Park; Coach Doug Woods at
the St. Petersburg Country

ceived a $250 scholarship.
Pitts has sickle cell anemia.
Henry Vaughn, another
sufferer, heading off to college was awarded a $500
scholarship.
While patrons to the extravaganza enjoyed their
dinner, they were entertained by the music group
Taabu from Lakeland. Closing out the entertainment
for the evening was Maze
impersonator, James Alderman.
The event, however,
clearly established in everyone’s mind that sickle cell

disease is not an impersonator but a deadly disease
that has claimed the lives of
thousands of African Americans.
Based on data from the
2011 Center for Disease
Control and Prevention report, sickle cell affects
90,000 to 100,000 Americans, occurs in about one
out of every 500 black
births; occurs in about one
out of every 36,000 Hispanic-American births and
the sickle cell trait occurs in
about one in 12 blacks.

Club and Coach Kristine
Turner also based at Campbell Park Recreation Center.
The tournament was
made possible by sponsors
such as GTE Federal Credit
Union, Salem’s Gyros and
Subs and individuals such
as Cheryl Brown who graciously purchased all of the
food for the event.
“This event is for the
kids because they don’t
have the money to learn a
game that could impact
them for a lifetime,” concluded Perry.

A new ‘Bell’ is ringing
BY DEXTER MCCREE
Feature Writer

ST. PETERSBURG —
When asked, when did she
decide to become an entrepreneur, Vivian Bell smiled
and simply said, “I’ve always
been.”
Bell’s first business
began at age 10 when she
overheard her aunt Ruthie
complaining about how
much she hated to iron her
Uncle Jimmie’s dress shirts
for church. She thought to
herself, “I love to iron.” So
she went to her aunt and offered to iron the shirts for a
price. Her aunt obliged and
paid her more than she
asked. Her first lesson in
business: never sell yourself
short, even if you are doing
something you love.
Bell, owner of Bell Publishing House, Inc. (BPHI),
started the company out of
passion for her work and
compassion for people. BPHI
is as it states on the front
page of her website: “Not
your run of the mill publisher!”
It offers self-publishing
options to writers, copyrighting services to both writers
of literary work and music,
publishing services to record
labels, web-design and maintenance, business services
such as business plan writing, producing presentations

for businesses, etc. and designing and printing of wedding and event invitations,
programs and obituaries.
“I thank God for everything that He has done for
me. He has poured into me
so many gifts and I love using
every last one of them,” Bell
said when asked what motivates her.
Bell knows the importance of giving. She uses her
gift in writing to encourage
others as ministers to others
daily through her “Soul
Food” blog on her website
www.vivianbell.org. You can
also download for free her
monthly inspirational publication entitled “Rays from
the Son.”
Bell also started just last
week writing inspirational
cards for the girls of her
daughters cheer squad at
school. She plans to launch
her new magazine “Writerspoint” in 2014, in which she
will spotlight local artists,
give writing tips and industry
tips and mini classes on how
to survive in the industry of
music.
Not letting grass grow
under her feet, she plans to
return to school in 2014 to
complete her courses in Biblical Counseling with a master’s degree specializing in
marriage and family counseling. By 2017, she plans to
open her own counseling



  


  
 

VFW honors local commander
Vivian Bell
center providing free counseling to her community.
For those starting a new
business or already in business and your advertising
budget is small to almost
none existent, Bell offers a
special start-up fee for all who
mention this article. Log on
to
www.bellpublishinghouse.com and request
more information.
Should you have a community event coming up that
you would like to have advertised, log onto www.vivianbell.org and submit your
business name and contact
information, and she will be
glad to add your information
to her “Sponsors & Events”
page. You can also follow her
on twitter at: @vivianbellorg
or @BellPubHouse, and she
can be found on Facebook as
Bell Publishing House, Inc.
and Vivianbell.org.
Bell is new to the company, but not new to business. She remembers her
first lesson: never sell yourself short, even if you are
doing something you love.

ST. PETERSBURG —
The Veterans of Foreign
Wars of the United States
announced that St. Petersburg’s Tony Purdy has
achieved All American
status as a Post Commander.
Purdy, Commander of
Post 10174 in the Department of Florida, located at
1780 49th St. S., St. Petersburg, is one of only 204
VFW Post Commanders
selected worldwide for
All-American
Commander.
National Commander

John Hamilton said, “The
criteria for this honor are
based on outstanding
achievements in membership growth and participation in other VFW
programs that benefit veterans and their communities.
The
title
of
All-American Commander
is the most prestigious
honor given by our organization.”
Congratulation Tony
Purdy for a job well-done.
For more information
or to join, visit our website
at www.vfw.org.

Youth Revival
You are invited to attended the Youth Revival
at New Pleasant Grove
Baptist Church located at
1210 Union St. S., St. Petersburg, Pastor L. Don
Middleton. The revival
will start Wed., Sept. 25,
and end Fri., Sept. 27.
The ser vice will start
each night at 7, the
speaker for each night
will be Min. John Threes

Dr. Frogue’s
Hair Styling

Shear
Hospitality

Relaxer retouch with
haircut and/or demi
permanent color
ONLY $55 (Reg. $80)
Expires Nov. 31, 2013

$95 Sew In w/ FREE
Toe Polish
3500 5th Ave. N., Suite A
727-768-1292
Expires 9/30/13

from Tampa.
Every one of all ages
are welcome. We do welcome the youth from all
other churchs to come
out and share with us,
and if you would like to
be placed on the program, contact Sis. S. Anderson at 727-867-0790
or Bro. and Sis. Crandle
at 727-321-1528 or the
church at 727-823-2545.

L. Don Middleton
We are looking forward to seeing you there.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Midtown stays on budget message - even when ignored by daily media
BY YVONNE
SCRUGGSLEFTWICH,
Ph.D.

The
Black
Press exists
for good reason. Otherwise,
African-American
readers would never get most
of the information, “the news”
which follows below, by just
reading local daily newspapers.
When I read in last Friday’s local daily newspaper,
the short and inaccurate report of the Sept. 12 St. Petersburg City Council’s Budget
Hearing, I felt sure that those
reporters must have been in
a different location than I,
watching an entirely different
series of events than I, and
also a host of other south St.
Petersburg and Midtown advocates who attended and
participated in the Budget
Hearing in City Council
chambers.
The following Sunday’s
Tampa Bay Times’ Neighborhood Section gave the impression that most of the current
motion in Midtown has to do
with the Mayoral “horse race”
- how many of what individuals support which candidate and little to do with whether
the City Budget. Other allegedly phantom reserve balances and hard General Fund
dollars will be significantly
available, finally, to attack and
reverse the slide into abject
poverty which has a strangle
hold on many of the residential population of south St. Pe-

tersburg. Nothing could be
further from the truth about
what is galvanizing Midtown
voters’ political energy for the
November election. “It’s
about the money, Honey,” say
the voices from the neighborhood and from those who envision a new and different
future for Midtown and therefore, the entire City of St. Petersburg.
Not only was attendance
at the Budget Hearing the
largest in Council Chair Karl
Nurse’s remembered history,
but all but five of the 55 who
registered to present said that
they are fighting for different
uses and higher amounts of
City funds than are offered by
incumbent Mayor Bill Foster’s proposed but not yet approved budget. Moreover, the
huge group of 300-plus citizens attending the hearing
were mostly residents of Midtown and deep south St. Pete.
Most who spoke called for increases in budgeted funding
and the application of available dollars - known to be hidden in one or another City
Reserve Accounts - to help
fund the three top priority
needs of the community for
which they spoke and advocate:
Number one is JOBS - especially for those in the 16-24
year age group, almost 17 percent of whom currently are
unemployed. This is the highest unemployment rate for
this age group in the entire
State of Florida .
Number two is Midtown
Economic
Development,

through Immediate Implementation of the 2020 PLAN.
Speakers, including mayoral
candidate Rick Kriseman, emphasized the importance of
front-end or “Seed” funding
to jump-start desperately
needed
comprehensive
poverty-ending actions in the
areas of education; parent assistance and employment,
housing and neighborhood
development and equitable,
non-bigoted crime reduction.
Number three is Neighborhood
Revitalization,
through a deepened concentration of Sustainable Community Projects which create
JOBS while simultaneously
building parents up; educating them and our neighborhood children; and restoring
quality
and
economic
strength to local stores, affordable housing and a network of gardens and urban
farms in the food-desertspaces, around the places,
where Midtown families reside.
Contrary to newspaper reports, there was no formal
vote actually taken on the
budget at the Sept. 12 hearing, and there will not be a
“council-manic” vote on the
final budget until after the
next budget hearing, next
Thurs., Sept. 26. City Council
members were all over the
spectrum of policy options.
Some, like Councilmen Wengay Newton and Steve Kornell, seem ready to expand
the skin of the decision envelope to include more robust
job creation, to kick-start the

2020 Plan’s implementation
immediately and to guarantee
increased sustainability into a
more productive city’s future.
Unfortunately, Councilman Jim Kennedy, who is
seeking re-election in November, and Councilman Charlie
Gerdes both seemed to exist
in some parallel universe of
privilege and prosperity, far
different - and better-off - than
most of Midtown and, for that
matter, than most of those in
the packed council chamber
and over-flowing rooms —
whose opinions too many
councilmembers
seemed
simply to ignore and dismiss.
Straddling the “undecided”
third-rail of this sputtering engine of city government (the
proposed budget) were councilwoman Leslie Curran and
Councilmen Jeff Danner and
Bill Dudley, who must have
been elsewhere with the daily
newspaper reporters and
thus must not have heard the
consensus testimony of the
diverse group of Midtown advocates.
Yet, the substance of comments by the 53 presenters
(two of the originally signedup speakers ultimately did not
take the mike) reflected a
sharp insight into how glacial
and inadequately pinch-penny
have been past single-purpose
inventions designed to penetrating the deep patterns of
poverty and decline in Midtown. But about 50 of these
others felt engaged in the
democratic opportunity offered to them - in each of the
three priority areas - to per-

sonally pitch-in and make a
change in the destiny of their
City drowning in poverty and
its neighborhoods.
Larry Newsome, the persistent economic development visionary who has
advanced many efforts to
break these patterns of
poverty, spoke enthusiastically about the assaults which
the well coordinated, comprehensive and full-throttled 2020
Plan makes on battle-resistant
fronts which are balkanizing
and perpetuating Midtown
poverty. Other speakers, like
young parents who themselves are out of work, endorsed the prospect that they,
too, might lift their educational achievement along with
their children’s, thus tightening their bonding and rolemodeling assignments along
with, rather than separately
from, each other.
One presenter evoked the
legacy of U.S. Presidents Roosevelt, Kennedy and Johnson, each of whom changed
the paradigm of perpetual, entrenched poverty - during the
Alphabet efforts of Great Depression, though a staged
War on Poverty, followed by
innovations and a continuing
legacy of many Great Society’s efforts. This history has
provided a template for
poverty reduction and elimination in Midtown St. Petersburg. This hearing presenter
said that the template exists
and has been tested in many
other cities; that the mandate
is clear, expressed through
the hearing’s huge out-pour-

ing of community-based investments in budget choices.
That the opportunity is ripe
for City Council to act on this
mandate, and that the time is
NOW. In the words of President Lyndon Baines Johnson,
“to move... full-speed ahead.”
Thus, the mission of this
newspaper, The Weekly Challenger, along with the purpose
of the other 200-plus Black
Press news publications in
African American papers and
digital platforms across the
country, reinforce the original
intent of African Americans
who met almost 200 years ago
to create a platform for a
united communications initiative by publishing the actual
actions, ideas and aspirations
in their community. That initiative was committed to the
primary need for an independent voice for African
Americans and black priorities.
“Too long have others
spoken for us. ...We wish to
plead our own cause,” wrote a
founder of the Freedom’s
Journal, the first black newspaper, in 1827. That commitment once again found
expression in the presentations and presence of speakers and the 300-plus hearing
attendees. It deserves to be
accurately reported, and then
re-invigorated by ALL media’s
chronicling of the final budget
hearing on Sept. 26, after
which there will in fact be a
vote by city council on the official budget.

generally by 22nd Street
South, 20th Avenue South,
9th Avenue South and Dr.
Martin Luther King, Jr. Street
South.
This particular workshop
focused on data collected
about the transportation
service needs for these
areas. It showed that 35 percent of income from citizens
living in the TIF districts
goes to transportation services. They are more likely to
have one vehicle available
with a much longer commute to jobs, taking approximately 20 minutes longer
than for other city residents.
There are fewer south

side residents leaving the
city for jobs versus other
residents as a whole, which
reduces their chances to
access jobs in the Tampa
Bay regional area.
“It’s important to have
an efficient transportation
and vehicle service to be
effective at more job opportunities in the regional area
than in the city,” Rick
Smith, CRA coordinator
with the city stated. “Thirty
six percent of their salary
goes to transportation.”
Ridership is up for
PSTA and the new transportation plan including improved bus routes and

schedules and light rail to
connect riders with the regional area will increase citizens’ access to more jobs.
“We’re not just moving
people, but bringing jobs and
getting people to the jobs,”
Cassandra Borchers, chief
development officer for
PSTA said. “PSTA keeps significant traffic off the road.
Record ridership is at 14 million riders a year and most
trips are work trips. We did a
survey and found that most
riders have vehicles and 35
percent have no ride or vehicle. The others choose to
take the bus for one reason
or another.”

For information about
Greenlight Pinellas, log on
to greenlightpinellas.com.
Upcoming CRA workshops
will be tied to this transportation issue and citizens
are urged to participate. The
Oct. 7 workshop will discuss
planning and zoning, the
Nov. 14 workshop will be
about economic and business development and housing and neighborhood
revitalization will be discussed at the Dec. 4 meeting.
All workshops will be
held at PTEC, 901 34th St. S.,
St. Petersburg, on the second
level in room G-8 at 6 p.m.

Transportation service for south side
From SERVICE, page 4

funds generated from this
sales tax increase. They will
also continue to receive federal funds for transportation
service.
This workshop, and a series of future workshops, focused on a CRA designation
for south St. Petersburg that
would set aside a percentage
of increased revenues from
annual property taxes for the
development of blighted areas
located specifically on the
south side of the city.
This on-going funding
stream of taxpayers’ dollars
will allow the city to establish
what is known as a “tax increment financing” (TIF)



program that will fund acquisition of land and capital improvements to support
economic development projects. TIF is a public financing
method used for redevelopment, infrastructure, and
other community-improvement projects throughout
Florida and other states.
The Southside St. Petersburg CRA has two proposed
TIF districts, one for the 34th
Street corridor and one in the
greater Melrose-Mercy/Pine
Acres neighborhood. The
34th Street corridor extends
from 5th Avenue North to
30th Avenue South, and the
Melrose-Mercy is bounded
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